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SIXIH 


SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


KING and QUEEN, 


Upon the Firſt Wedneſday in Lent, 
February 24. 1685. 


Viri Ninivite {urgent in judicio cum ge- 
ncratione iſta, & condemnabunt eam : 
quia poenitentiam cgerunt in predicati- 
one Jonzx. Matth. 12. 4r. 


The Men of Ninive ſhall riſe at the Day of 
Judgment, againſt this Generation, and 
condemn it ; becauſe they repented at the 


Preaching of Jonas. Matth. 1 2. 41. 


DES H E Holy Fathers (moſt Sacred 
YE Majcſty) taking a general View 
—&&& Of the {inful World, and diving 
FEARS: into the Cauſes of its Irregula- 
rities and Corruptions, divide Sinners into 
A 2 chree 


Hug. im En- 
chr. cap. 38. 


Bern. Serm. 
32. &dvent. 
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three Claſſes or Degrees. The Firſt conſiſts 
of ſuch as offend out of Tgnorance, proceed- 
ing from a criminal neglect either of their 
own, or of their Teachers. The Second is 
compoſed of- ſuch as fall through Infir- 
mity and Inadvertence ; whoſe Lapſes arc 
lets hurtful, and more eaſily recovered. In 
the laft are ranged the Impenitent and Ob- 
durate, who wanting neither Knowledge 
of their Duty, nor Divine Aſſiſtance to 
comply with it ; neither Strength to ſtand 
firm, nor Grace to recover their footing 
when they are down, ſtretch themſelves 
on the Ground, tall aſleep in the Mire, reſt 
becauſe they will not Think, and owe 
their Eaſe to their Inſenſibility. 

To the Firſt ſort of theſe Men we Preach, 
that they may be enlightened ; For the Se- 
cond we Pray, that they may be ſtrength- 
ned ; But the Laſt, ſays St. Augr/tine, we 
curn over to the Juſtice of God, as ſinning 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt : for, Such as will not 
ſhake hands with their Errors and darling 
Vices, ſays St. Bernard, wil! not ſtretch forth 
their Arms to embrace the Truth when it pre- 
ſents it ſelf before them, arc ſciſed with a 

mo: tal 
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martal Lethargy,nay with obſtinacy of De- 
vils, 0bſtinatione Diabolica ; and It is a folly, 
adds Hugoof S. Vitor, to go about to Convert Hugo Vilto- 
them ; Obſtinatoscorripere inſipientia eſt. In- _— Ky 
deed the Scripture warns us that it isa hard 14, © 
Province ; Perverſi difhicile corriguntur, Eccle. 1.15. 
But while the Holy Ghoſt only declares it 
very difficult ro reduce the Obſtinate to a 
ſenſe of their M:ſery, the ſame words that 
ſcem to diſencourage the Undertaking, 
gives hopes of the Succeſs. For tho* we 
read of a Nabal ſo inebriated with Wine 
and Pleaſures, that neither the peacetul 
Admon:tions of a friendly David could 
perſwade, nor the Power of an incenſed 
Enemy could terrifie him , when Deſtru- 
ction was almoſt at his Gates: Tho' we 
read of a Pharaoh fo infatuated with Pride 
and Preſumpr.on, that neither the ſmoorh 
Tongue of Aaron, nor the rough Hand of 
Moſes ; neither the Eloguence of the one, 
nor the Chaſtiſing Rod of the other, could 
mollite hum, wihen the Judgments of God 
pour'd in upon him hke a Torrent : In 
fine, tho' in th.s Goſpe/ we behold one of 
the moſt aſtoniſhing Pieces of Obduracy - 
che 
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the Jews, who after a Devil ejected out of 
a Poſleſſed Perſon,and this before their eyes, 
and this demonſtrated to be performed by 
the Power of God, {till call for a Sign: 
Yet after all theſe Diſencouragements, I 
will not deſpair of this Generation, ſince a 
Ninive was converted at the Preaching of 
Fonas ; ſince a Ninive not only did Pen- 
nance in Sackcloth and Aſves,but alſo Preach- 
Es It to this Generation, before ſhe riſe in 
Judgment againſt it. It I ſhould compare 
this Generation to the Ninivites ; this Me- 
tropolis of our Kingdom, to that Head and 
Seat of the Famous Aſyrian Monarchy, it 
might be a Complement in any other Sub- 
ject then that of Impzery : But if the Com- 
pariſon were drawn upon the Reſemblance 
of our Lives, it would reliſh too much of 
the Satyr ; and therefore neither to diſguſt 
nor diſencourage my Audience, I am deſi- 
rous to make the Parallel upon our Reper- 
tance. Secutus es errantem , ſequere puni- 
tentem , ſaid once a great Preacher to a 
great Offender, but a more Illuſtrious Perni- 
tent. It we have tranſcrib'd the Lives of 
the Nizzvites with all their Faults,let us not 
be 
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be aſham'd to correct and blot out the Er- 
rata: If we have followed cloſe at their 
Heels in wicked Courſes, let us not be 
aſham'd to acknowledge we are tired in 
the ways of iniquity , and fit down with 
them, if not in Sackclorh and Afhes, at leaſt 
to repent. We have the ſame Opportunity, 
it was at a Sermon; the fame Neceſſity, as 
ſevere Puniſhment threatned, with this ad- 
dition, that thoſe individual Perſons /ba{l 
riſe in judement againſt us; the ſame Me- 
thod chalk'd out to us, with this advantage, 
that it was ſucceſsful to them, and will cer- 
tainly be ſo to us. Their Sorrow was Djziſion., 
hearty, their Pennance was exemplary, their 
Repentance was ſpeedy. Thelaſt of which 
tall be the peculiar Subject of my Second 
Part: the other Two ſhall be diſcourſed in 
my Firſt; while I endeayour to bring the 
Hiſtory of their Converſion home to our 
fclyes, after I have begged the Aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Author of Repentance, 
by the uſual Addreſs to Innocence, Ave 


Maria. 
The 
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The men of Ninive ſhall riſe, Oc. 


TT is obvious to every one within Theſe 
Walls, that the Son of God made this 
cerrible Commination not only to ſtrike a 
Terror into his Auditors, bur alſo to raiſe in 
them a wholeſom Confuſion; not only to 
reproach their Stupidity, but alſo to ani- 
mate them to a generous Emulation ; pro- 
teſting, that if the Nihivires could nor be 
an Example to provoke their Repentance, 
they ſhould one day become their invinci- 
ble Accuſers. And to what end do's our 
Holy Mother the Church yearly repeat this 
Paſſage of the Goſpel, and daily inculcate 
the Senſe of it, but to invite her Children 
to an Imitation, as the only Plea remain- 
ing, as the only Defence we can make 
againſt ſuch a cloud of wimeſes, who will 
certainly bear us down, and convict us at 
the Day of Judgment, if they prove not 
our Inſtruction in this Day of Salvation. 
Ninive, the Capital City of the Afyrian 
Monarchy,was the Babylon of thoſe Times, 
Emaſcularcd with a long Peace, Effeminate 


with 
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with Eaſe, diffolv'd in Luxury, Banquet- 
ting, and Wantonneſs, under the Reign of 
a Senſual Prince, a Sardanapalus, whoſe 
Lite, ſays the Hiſtorian, was more ſoft and 
infamous, then his Name ; turpior vit4, quan 
nomine ; and whoſe Example had fo cor- 
rapted the Manners, and ſtifled the War- 
like Genizs of his People, that they were 
no longer formidable, but for their horrible 
Exceſles ; no longer Maſlers of the World, 
but by drawing others into an imitation of 
their Crimes; no longer the Brave A/yri- 
ans, but for defying Heaven, and aflailing 
the Throne of God, not as their Prede- 
cefſors with the Tower of Babel, which they 
could not finiſh ; but with the height and 
enormity of their Sins, which they 
brought to a point; Aſcendit malitia ejus Jon. 1. x; 
coram me ; Their wickedneſs is come up before 
me ; and reaches to Heaven. Now it was 
high time for Fuſtice and Mercy to enter 
into deliberation , whether this Seduced 
People, and Seducer of Nations, ſhould out 
of hand be conyerted or deſtroy'd ; but 
while the one was preparing its —_— 
B an 
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and Lightning, its Showrs of Fire and 
Brimſtone, the other diſpatches a Herald 
to warn them of their approaching Ruine. 
But the Prophet Fonas, the Man puch'd 
upon to carry the unpleaſant Meflage, out 
of a Humane Prudence, and too warm a 
Zeal, declines the Office. He was unwil- 
ling to expoſe his Maſter's Honor, and his 
own Perſon, among a People where he 
was like to be ſo little confider'd, that the 
God was as unknown as the Prophet. Bur if 
poſſible they ſhould own his Charafer, and 
take the Subject of his Embaſte into con- 
{idcration, That yet forty days and Ninive 
ſhall be deſtroy d, probably they might re- 
pent, and more then probably God would 
pardon them if they did ſo, and Ninize 
would not be deſtroy'd, and by neceſſary 
conſequence Foras muſt bear the Ignonu- 
ny, if a falſe Prophet; which once dete- 
&ed, as it muſt be it the Judgment fol- 
low not the Sentence, the very Motive of 
their Converſion would prove a dangerous 
Temptation to return to their former Im- 
piety. Wherefore the Prophet finding _ 

other 
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other way to avo:d the Points of this Dz- 
lemma, not only flies from the Employ- 
ment, but alſo hopes to eſcape from the Jon. r. 3; 
face of God; he puts to Sea, makes all the 
Sail he can, and ſteers his Courſe as wide 
from the Coaſt of Aria, as the Wind and 
his Fear could bear off, When behold, 
the Storm he would not prognoſticate to 
others, was gather'd over his own Head ! 
Beſides his own Guilt, the Divine Hand 

oints him out as the Occaſion of it ; yet 

e chuſcs rather to be caſt oyer-board, then 
to tack about and make for Ninive; and 
tho' a Whale was ready to receive him to 
that end, yet his Will and his Prayers ran ſo 
ſtrong the other way, it was three Days be- 
fore ſhe could unload her miraculous Bur- 
then upon the deteſted Shore. 


But he was no ſooner out of the Whales 
Belly, then he enters into himſelf; and 
terrified with the Idea of the Dangers he 
had paſled, admiring his own no leſs won- 
derful Stupidity, and revolving his ſtrange 
Deliverance, zncredible almolit to _—_— 
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he joyfully embraces the Employment he 

had ſo obſtinately refus'd, and abating both 

of his Zeal and Apprehenſion, he was con- 

tented Ninive ſhould falfific his Prediction, 

and by a timely Repentance prevent the 
Deſtruction he was going to denounce. 


He enters the vaſt City , and ſtopping 
in one of the moſt frequented Places, he 
ſummons the Inhabitants, Adbuc quadra- 
ginta dies © Ninive ſubvertetur ; Tet forty 
days and Ninive ſhall be no more. The no- 
velty of the Thing, the ſtrange Figure of 
the Man, his Mien, as if he had newly riſen 
from the Dead, the particularity of his 
Habit, as if he came out of another World ; 
the brokenneſs of his Diale&t, ſoon drew 
the Herd about him, to liſten and gaze a 
while, and then to laugh ; and without 
doubt the Wits and Libertines to rally him, 
and ſome in Office to threaten him. But 
the Preacher go's on as inſcnſible to their 
Aﬀronts, as they were at firſt to his Do- 
&rine ; he follows his Text, and they him, 
ill at laſt, as Lazghing and Crying are per- 

form'd 
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form'd with the ſame Muſcles of the Eyes 
and Face, ſo the ſame Words which ar 
firſt provok'd their Laughter, now ſpread 
Sorrow, Fear, and Amazement upon their 
Countenances, and fetch Tears out of their 
Eyes, but could not work a thoro* Refor- 
mation in their Hearts ; till the Voice of 
this Vz4nown penetrated thro' the Town 
into the Court, and reach'd the Ears of the 
King, Perventt verbum ad Regem Ninive. 


This King had as little reaſon as any of 
his Subjects to be ſatish'd with his own 
Life , and more reaſon to apprehend the 
verity of Zonas's Prediction, being conſci- 
ous to himſclf into how dreadful a Preci- 
pice his ill Example had-drawna People, 
never ſo Complying, neverſo Obedient to 
the Prince as in his Vices. In fine, he be- 
lieves the threatned Judgment. ſo. much 
more probable, as. he knew it was too 
much deſerved. He riſes therefore from his 
Throne, lays by the Ez/igns of Majeſty, puts 
himſelf in the ſtate and poſture of a Cri 


minal, Preaches and Enjoyns the —_ 
tnat 
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that he PraQtiſes ; Faſting and Sackcloth 
become the Mode, the Court and Town 
are preſently in it, and follow it with- 
ſo much cagerneſs, vigour and perſcyc- 
rance, thar the Storm which was ready to 
break upon their Heads, diſperfes of it (elf, 
the Heavens clear up, the Anger of God is 
diſarm'd, and as the Prophet forcſaw, he 
draws in the menacing Hand. 


Let us make a ſtand here, Chriſtians,and 
reſt a while in Contemplation of a Hiſtory 
as Inſtructive as 1t 1s Aſtoniſhing ; a Record 
of what pa(s'd in Ninize, an Account of the 
preſent State of moſt Cities in the World, 
and I hope a Prophecy of our Repentan- 
ces. Ir is like a good Picture, which ſeems 
to fix the Eyc upon every one that regards 
it. T promisd not to offend your Ears with 
any rude Compariſon, or to apply Cau- 
ſticks, to uſe a burning Iron where a Bal- 
ſam, a gentle Remedy may work the Cure. 
Yet I beg leave to put you in mind, that 
'Ninive 18 ſtill threatned, but is not yet de- 
ftroy'd ; that it ſuryives in cyery City 

whole 
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whoſe Impicties, whoſe Irreligion , whoſe 
Extortion, whoſe 1nfatiable Avarice, and 
dcteſtable Luxurics, cry to Heaven for Ven- 
geance, and to avert whoſe total Overthrow 
a Jonas 1s diſpatch'd. Et plus quam Fonas 
hic. And how far we are ſhort of Ninivze, 
how little we want of equalling their 
Crimes, and filing up the number of our 
Sins, he only can tell who is more then- 
Fonas, who numbers the Sands of the Sea. 


Ninive a Pagan Town, the Centre and 
Fountain of Superſtition and Idolatry , 
buried fos{o many Ages 1n the darkneſs of 
Gentilſm , where the Szn of Juftice never 
ſhone, the ſaving Faith never ſhed a Beam ; 
amidſt an infimity of Deities without the 
Knowledge of God, labouring under a 
double Night, of Infidelity and of: the 
blackeſt Crimes. © | 


But Ninive at the Preaching of a Jonas, a 
meer Stranger, without any thing to make- 
himſelf Conſiderable ; a Man never heard 
of before, a Man contemprtible for his Per- 

| ſon, 
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{on, with Diſtraction and Amazement in 
his Countenance, ſtill frothy and recking 
from the Belly of the Whale; without any 
Credentials or Proof of his Miſſion, with- 
our any Miracle to back his Doctrine, or 
other Teſtimony to _ It, then what 
he gave himſelf ; and this to a People fo 
little prepar'd to recetye it, that in all like- 
lhood, he might as well have Preach'd to 
the Rocks and Waves, from the Entrails of 
the Leviathan. Yet this Unknown Preacheth, 
theſe Infidels Beheve, theſe wicked Men, 
theſe Monſters of Nature, even Sardana- 
palus is Converted: Sardanapalus ſheds 
manly Tears,Sardanapalus do's Pennance ; 
ſuch exemplar Pennance , that the Hol 
Ghoſt thought it material to.tranſmit cad 
Circumſtance to Poſterity;/Surrexit de So- 
lio, ſays the Text, He riſes ſrom his Throne, 
he deteſts that anfortunate Power which 
enabled him to fin without control/; Abjecit 
zeſtimentum, he caſts the Purple from his 
. Shoulders, which he had not only ſtain'd, 
but even drench'd with his repeated 
Crimes : Indutus eſt Sacco,he changes it for 

Sackcloth, 
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Sackcloth, to chaſctiſe that Fleſh he had fo' 
pamper'd and indulg'd : Et ſedit in cinere, 
and 15 not contented till his Mortification 
is accompanied with the ' profoundeſt 
Humility ; and therefore he proſtrates and 
rowls himſelf in Aſhes. Res admiratione 
digna, We. ( cries St. Fobn Chryſoftom) O 
what a Spectacle ! delightful and new to 
the Heavens, and worthy the Admira- 
tion of the whole Earth ! Sackcloth and 
Haircloth-imperiouſly invade and baniſh 
the Purple ; Aſhes and Duſt tarniſh the 
luſtre of the Crown. -He had Sinn'd, 
and he Repents like a King. He reſolves 
the Example, which” had been fuch an 
Incentive to Vice, ſhould be no leſs ex- 
citing to -Repentance. He depoſes the 
Marks, but not the Power of a King, His 
Obedience to the Voice of God, do's not 
abate of his Authority with his People : 
While he hes proſtrate as a Criminal, he 
Enacts Laws, and Enjoyns a ſolemn Faſt 
thro' all his Domunions; Homines Q- ju: 
menta non guſtent quicquam. And when did 


he iflue forth this Proclamation 2 after he 
- had 
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had call'd a Board to debate it, after he 
had taken the thing into Deliberation, 
or Advis'd with his Council and Sages ? 
No, ſays the Text, Et pervenit Verbum, 
as foon as this Word came to his Ear, 
without ballancing, without heſitation , 
Motu proprio, immediately at the very in- 
ſtant he falls to work: He was alread 
doing Pennance while he was command- 
ing 1t; binding his People to comply 
firk by Example, and then by Precepr. 


But where 1s it that I ſpeak ? Is it not to 

a Chriſtian Aſſembly, to a Chriſtian Town, 
an ancient Theatre of Religion, and once 
the Metropolis of chis Kingdom as well 
in. Piety. as in Grandeur and Commerce ? 
Is it not to.a Court once Peopled- with 
Saints, once a Nurſery of Heaven, illuſtra- 
ſtrated with the Morning-brightneſs of 
the Goſpel, and reflecting, its Light thro' 
the whole World ? Is it not betore the 
Succeſſor of St. Lucius, the firſt Chriſtian 
King, and to. the firſt Chriſtian Kingdom 
of the Weſtern World 2? Is it not to _ 
ple 
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ple carly Born into, and long Edu- 
cated in the Boſom of the Church, 
having Kings for Nurſing Fathers, 
and Queens for Nurſing Mothers, nou- 
riſh'd with the Bread of Heaven, and 
the Fat of the Earth ? and yet amidſt 
ſuch an overflow of Divine Bleſſings, 
ſuch infallible Helps , ſuch efficacious 
Sacraments, ſuch moving Exhortati- 
ons, we remain unſhaken to the Me- 
naces , inſen{ible to the Promiſes, re- 
bellious to the Light, and deaf to the 
Voice, not of a Foras, but of a FESUS. 
One unknown Preacher. Converted the 
moſt Heatheniſh, the moſt corrupted, 
the moſt populous City of the World, 
ar one Sermon; while we who ſpeak 
your own Language, nay even your 
own Sence ; Preach what you beheve, 
and Menace what you apprehend ; 
ſpeak what you know to be juſt and 
reaſonable ; We, whoſe Mifion you 
acknowledge, whoſe Charafter you re- 
verence, whoſe Authority you do not 
diſpute, Think it a great Victory if we 
C 2 Con- 
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Convert the meaneſt of this crouded 
Auditory, after a bzxdred Sermons. 
And do you wonder that the Ninivites 
ſhall riſe in the day of Fudgment againſt 
this more Criminal, (I muſt fay it) 
becauſe more O0bdurate Generation ; 
which amidſt ſo much knowledge of 
its Duty, amidſt ſuch preſſing Morives, 
ſuch ſtrong Convictions, ſuch cogent 
Arguments, ſuch illuſtrious Examples, 
puts off its Repentance from day to 
day ? Burt to preſs this is my Second 


" Point. 


IT. 
Eccleſ.5. $. 


It was a notable Adyice, and becom- 
ing its Author, the wiſeſt of Men, Nor 
tardes converti; Do not ſlacken to be 
converted to our Lord, nor put it off from 
day to day. For one of the moſt crafty 
Slights of the Deyil to keep an unha 
py Soul in his poſſcilion, one of the 
falſcſt Steps we make, one of the moſt 
dangerous Errors we ſlide into, ts the 
deterring our Repentance from time to 
xime, tl] it be paſt xzzwe. An Error nor 

only 
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only moſt pernicious, becauſe in the 
higheſt Concern, but alſo the moſt 
wacked, as proceeding not from Sur- 
priſe, Weakneſs, Inadvertence, or Ip- 
norance, (the Heads whence other Mi- 
ſtakes ariſe) but ſpringing from the 
moſt affected Wiltulneſs , and down- 
right Malice. People will not believe 
daily Experience, will not credit their 
common Senſe, will not hearken to 
their own Reaſon and Conviction ; 
but in deſpite of Senſe, Reaſon, Con- 
ſcience, and Experience, will ſtill per- 
fiſt ina vain and groundleſs Preſumpti- 
on, That after forty days their Ninive ſhall 
ot be deſtroy'd ; that they ſhall have a 
much longer time to repent in. Yet 
you ſee Funerals paſs every day under 
your Windows, you meet them 1a the 
Streets ; you behold your Friends, your 
Children, your Husbands and your 
Wives expiring under your Roots, gi- 
ving up the Ghoſt in your Arms; you 
ſce them die, who had as much reaſon 


ro promiſe themſclyes a longer Datc of 
Lite 5 


(20) 


Life; you 'fce them die, you ſee Ni- 
nive fall, (for when one dies, all the 
World dies to him) you ſee them die 
unprepar'd, one without any ſenſe of a 
futare Life, another in Deſpair ; one 1s 
ſuddenly cut off, another falls in a Du- 
cl, in Drink, in Adultery : And theſe 
are dreadful, but late and almoſt daily 
Examples. You ſee them die impeni- 
tent, and hear them bid you beware of 
the ſame Preſumption, which brought 
them to their cternal Ruine; and yet 
you are deaf to all Perſuaſions. And 
if you will be ſo, who can help it? 
But then you muſt not wonder that the 
Ninivites ſhall riſe at the Day of Judg- 
ment againſt you; for they repented 
at the Preaching, at the firſt Sermon of 
_ Beſides, they had forty days al- 
ow'd them to prevent their Ruine ; 
but you hear Truth 1t ſelf proteſting, 
that you neither do, nor /hal! know, nor 
only a certain Period of days to prepare 
your ſclyes in, but not ſo much as oze 
day, no not an hour ; Neſcitis diem neque 
boram. 


C21) 
boram. You hear the Judge menacin 
that Death, that Judgment ſhall ſtea 
upon you /ike a thief in the night, that Apoc. 16; 
1s, when you reſt ſecurely, and dream **: 
of no ſuch thing ; when you are dif- 
ſolv'd in your Pleafures, when you arc 
intoxicated with Wine, when you are 
extended in Wantonneſs, that even this 
Night perhaps your Soul ſhall be ra- 
viſhd from you, Stulre hac nofte, Ur. Lucan. 20. 
and yet in the ſound of this dreadful 
Alarm, in fight of the threatning Hand 
which 1s. writing your Sentence upon 
the Wall of your Chamber, upon the 
brink of this frighttul Precipice you lie 
as ſupinecly, as unconcern'd, as if you- had 
the Works of the Fuſt, or rather as if you 
were already dead, and aſleep, not in 
your Beds, but in your Graves, Ad tan- 42+ 
tum tonitruum qui non evigilat, non. dor- 
mit, ſed mortuus eft. 


This Stupidity, this affected Inſen- 
fibility of ours, provok'd our Bleſſed 
Saviour to ſuch: a Degree, that, con- * 

trary 
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trary to his uſual Meckneſs, he calls 
ſuch People Fools, Stultos, inſenſate, ſtu- 
pid, brutiſh, and irrational, beyond all 
| that can be imagin'd. Your God is 
your Accuſer , and the Ninivites are 
your Fudges ; but you pronounce the 
Sentence upon your ſelves ; all the 
other Actions of your Life are your 
Condemnation. For who of you. all 
is ſo ſenſeleſs as to truſt the ſmalleſt 
Temporal Concern to fo. great a ha- 
'zard, as to expoſe your Life and- your 
Eſtate, when you may cafily ſecure and 
enjoy both the one and the other, and 
to run the riſque of loſing all, tor want 
of a little Care, of Compounding for 
a ſmall Fine, a little Trouble, a well- 
tim'd Sigh,or a ſeaſonable Tear ? Should 
your Houſe take Fire, and your Friends 
and. Neighbors run in to give you no- 
rice of it, before the ſpreading Flame 
has taken hold of the main Timber; 
would you phlegmatickly reply, There 
1s no haſte in the Buſineſs, it will be 
* time cnough to bring the _— 
when 
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when the Fire has reached the Founda- 
tions? Would a Man necd a great Stock 
of Philoſophy to convince you that 
you are a Foal, or a Madman, which 
1s all one, ſince Madneſs is but a raging 
Folly? Why, your Soul is all in a Flame 
with a long Habit of Sin ; Ignis in of- 
ſebusz you are burnt up with unlawful 
and lawleſs Deſires, with Paſſions more 
raging and more deſtroying then Fire. 
"The Preacber comes as 'a Friend to' ad- 
vertiſe you of it, bids you make haſte 
to ſtop the Conflagration, leſt it ſwal- 
low you up 1n wnquexchable Flames. 
You bid him not trouble you with that 
 yeta wiule, Thurty or Forty years hence 
perhaps you may give him a hearing, 
that 1s to ſay, ſpeaking your Senſe in 
the other Circumſtance, Let me alone 
till che Fire has infinuated it felt into 
the very Heart of the Building, till 4c 
has taken fuch hald upon me, that it 
will be impoſſible to lay x, : impoſlible 
to reſcue me from the devouring Elc- 
ment, beyond _—_ of your Aſlittance, 

Or 


John 9 4- 


., (24) 

or Power to help my ſelf, when Hor- 
ror reigns without, and Confuſion 
within, till I know not where I am, 
what to do, which way to turn me, 
which way to go about to draw Tears 
out of my parched Eyes, or preſs Sor- 
row out of my petrified Heart, which 
is the only Water can quench the Cri- 
minal Flame. 


- .Stalte! Fooliſh and inſenſate Man ! 


Should you find your felt overcharg'd 
with a heavy Burthen , which even 
grows upon your Shoulders, and which 
you are oblig'd to carry, Orſink ; would 
you refuſe to ſtir a Step while you are 


in the Flower of your Age, in the 


heighr of your Strength > Would you 
tell ſuch as adviſe you to work while it 
is yet day, before night come upon you, 
to get to your Journeys end as ſoon 
as you cati, That it is time enough, you 
will begin when you grow Old? char 
is to fay., you will begin when you 
ſhould cnd; when your .Nature 1s de- 

cay d, 


(25) 
cay'd, your Spirits: exhauſted , your 
Nerves debilitated, and have more need 
of being carried your ſelf. Sinner, your 
Crimes are a great Load : Sicut onus 
grave gravata f — ſuper me , Even your 
God, rhe Strong one of Iſrael, groans un- 
der the Weight, he can bear them no 
longer ; he gives you warning that he 
1s juſt ready to withdraw the Hand of 
his long-ſuffering patience, and leave 


Pſal. 37. 5. 


you to your ſelf; Unuſquifque onus ſu- Gal. 6.5. 


um portabit. "Tis in your own choice 
whether you will, now you have ſtrength 
and opportunity, work them off, and 
lay them down at the foot of the Croſs, 
by embracing a Penitential Life, or 
{weat under them till they ſink you into 
Hell. And do you ſtill deliberate upon 
the Point ? Is the Matter ſo difficulr, 
is the Caſe ſo perplex'd, that you can- 


not tell which Party to take ? or rather, 


1s not the Neceſſity ſo evident, fo preſ- 
ſing, ſo irreſiſtible, that ro demur one 


Day upon it, 1s to renounce as well: 


your Senſes as your Faith, as well your 
D 2 Reaſon 
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Reaſon as Religion ? You promiſe your 
{elves late Years to repent in, when you 
have not the affurance of one Day ; Is 
not this as great 4 Shock to Reaſon, as it 
is an Aﬀeront to Religion * Is 1t not to 
invade the Prerogative of God, by pla- 
cing the times and moments in your own 
power and” diſpofition ? And certain| 
thoſe Purpoſes of Repentance you 4 
much relic on, thoſe Reſolutions you 
ſo often break and ſo often renew, thoſe 
Promifes whickt have fo often deceiy'd 
both your felf and your Confeſſor, can- 
not be true, real and unfeigned, if the 
Term you aſſign be falſe and imagina- 
ry. Butthere 1s no ſuch thing as Forty 
years hence, there is no ſuch thing as 
Twenty years hence, there is no ſuch thing 
as To morrow : Procraſtinated Repen- 
tance 1s otbing, but a preſent Impeni- 
tency. 


Now £0 and complain you are hard- 
ly dealt with, you have not tirhe allow'd 
you to repent, becauſe you haye not 

more 
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more Years allow'd you to offend : Com- 
plain that the Nimzites had more fa- 
vour ſhew'd them then you have, be- 
cauſe they had Forty days, and you have 
had Forty years. Cuanel with the Di- 
vine Providence, becauſe they were 
call'd, and repented the firſt day; you 
were call'd the firſt, and think much to 
repent on the laſt. Be very angry at 
the Preacher for diſcompoſing you, and 
ſtopping you ſhort in the career of your 
Sins, with a Whiſper in your Ear, That 
the Term is juſt expiring, that the Sword 
15 unſheath'd over your Head , and the 
Hand of Vengeance 1s lifted up to give* 
/ou the fatal Blow : Tellhim he is trou- 
bleſorn and impertinent, becauſe he does 
'0u the beſt Office in the World, and 
bid him go Preach to Ninive. 

He has done, and 1s ready to leaye 
the Chair ; but aſſure your ſelves, the 
Men. of Ninive will immediately ſuc- 
cced in his Place ; you ſhall not be able 
to impoſe Silence upon them, cheir 
Voice 
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Voice ſhall ring in your Ears, either till 
their Preaching convert, or their Sen- 
tence burſt your Hearts. They ſhall 
follow you thro' all the windings and 
mazes of Sin, they ſhall meet you in 
every crooked path which themſelves 
traced out, and you follow ; They know 
your Haunts, which themfelves fre- 
quented ; They ſhall meet you at the 
Theatre , at the Maſquerade, at the 
Rendezvouz, at the Gaming;houſe, at 
the Tavern ; They ſhall inſinuate them- 
ſclves in your Cabinets, and your moſt: 
ſtudied Receſles ſhall not =o rs them. 
Clamabunt etenim & non ſilebunt ; Their 
Sackcloth ſhall confound your Nicenefs 
and Gallantry ; Their A/hes ſhall con- 
demn your Pride and Vanity ; Their 
Faſting ſhall upbraid your Gluttony 
and Drunkenneſs ; Their Humiliation 
ſhall check your Ambition ; Their 
Sighs ſhall play the Ground to your 
Muſick and Merriment in this time 
of Sorrow ; Their ready Obedience 
to the Voice of the Preacher, ſhall cx- 
probrate 
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probrate the inſenſibility of your ſeared 
Hearts ; And their Examples ſhall give 
the Lye to all your Excuſes. In fine, 
thoſe lamentable Cries of Men, Wo- 
men, Children, and Animals, ſuing to 
the Throne of Mercy to prevent the 
Overthrow.of that City, ſhall cry Ven- 
| nr againſt this, and eccho 1t thro' 
the whole World, that God deſires not 
the Damnation of Chriſtians, who was 
ſo Merciful tro Heathens ; That you 
deſerve indeed not ſo much warning, 
becauſe your whole Lite has been one 
continued Advertiſement; That be- 
cauſe they offended againſt the Law of 
Nature , they deſervd an Eternity of 
Suffering, and to paſs out of one Dark- 
neſs into another : But becauſe you 
have openly reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, 
Rebelles Iumini, Miſerable, not for want 
of Light, but Impious becauſe you 
rebell'd againſt it, you have meritcd the 
Outward darkneſs, the Nether hell. Yetto 
ſhew that God wills not the death of a 
Sinner, but rather that be ſhould be con- 

verted 


Deut.30.19, 


Mat, 1.17. 
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werted and live ; Extendit terminos tuos, 
He ſuſpends the Sentence of your Con- 
demnation till the iaber of this 
Forty days , this Penitential Seaſon 1s 
elapſed ; and ſends his Prophets, the 
Interpreters of his Word, to acquaint you 
with the peremptory Term. 


And now to ſum up this Diſcourſe, 
as Moſes did all his Remonſtrance to 
the People of Iſrael, Teſtes invoco hodie 
celum W terram, quod propoſuerim vobjs 
vitem WO mortem, &Cc. I take heaven and 
earth to witneſs, that I have propoſed to 
you Hſe and death, and ſet the Bleflings 


and the Judgments of God before your 


Eyes, and within your reach, to ſtretch 
out your Hand to which you pleaſe;,The 
Heavens, which are Peopled with Saints, 
who deſir'd toſee thoſe things which you ſee, 
and did not ſee them to hear thoſe things 
which you hear, and did not hear them ; 
who were deſtitute of the many Advan- 
tages which you enjoy; The Earth, a 
great part of whoſe Inhabitants is ſtill 

_ coverd 
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cover d with Egyptian Darkneſs, and in- 
volv'd in the Sins of Ninzve, yet at the firſt 
Sermon would repent in Sackclorh and 
Aſhes. And Icall even Hel/to witneſs, which 
is Throng'd with ſo many juſtly Con- 
demn'd for Crimes incomparably leſs then 
'ou daily commit ; That God has not 
cen wanting on his part, that the Bow- 
cls of his Mercy are as truitful,that his Arms 
are as much extended, that his Heart 1s as 
open, that his Ca! 1s as vigorous, that his 
Hand 1s as powerful and as ready to ſave 
this Generation, as when he pardon'd the 
Ninivites, whom we Copy in our Vices, 
and who fit to us as a perte&t Model of 
a hearty, of an exemplar, and of a ſpeedy Re- 
PCcntance, 
Which God of his infinitde Mercy, &C. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


N the Firſt Sermon Preach'd before their Maje- 

ſties at Windſor, pag. 18, & 19. are thele follow- 

ing Clauſes. And thi Almighty God, by inforcing this 

Precept ( of the Love of Himſelt ) with ſo many 

almoſt Synonimous Words, intended principally to fink 

this Firſt and Greateſt Commandment deeper into our 

Hearts ; yet it has produc'd ſo contrary an Effet, 

even in the Minds of Learned Men, that ſome have 

not wanted Confidence to pronounce the Commandment 
Impoſſible.] This Sermon was Printed in the Words 

it was ſpoke, (tho' ſome endeavour to perſuade the 

contrary ;) I alledg'd no Authors then, and thought 

the Critical Reader would not have call'd upon 

me, to produce thoſe Learned Mey, it being the Do- 

ctrine 1n ſo many late Writers, and ſo much in- 

ſiſted on, and fo frequently repeated by Martin Lu- 

Cenſ. Pario ther ; Qui negat Deum nobis impoſſibile juſſiſſe, peſſime 
de Prxzc.Le- facit, & qui hoc falſum eſſe dicit, pluſquam peſſime 
gis Prop. 1. facit : Fe that denies God hath commanded what is 
impoſſible, do's very ill ; and he that ſays, This is 

falſe, do's ſtill worſe. And he inſtances in the Com- 
mandment of the Love of God with all the Heart,&c. 

and Non concupiſces, Thou ſhalt not covet ; which he 
frequently declares cannot be obſerv'd in this Lite. 

It tollows in the Sermon, /ndeed if he that lays it 

pon us, did not withal promife us Strength to per- 


form it, Pelagius and his Followers would never have 


been condema'd for that Doitrine, Where 1t 1s viſt» 
ble 


ble That-is put tor Their, by an overſight of the 
Corrector ; the Senle of the two Claufes being, That 

it God, who lays the Commandment upon us, did 

not give us Grace to perform it, neither Luther, &c. 

would have err'd in declaring it Impoſſible, nor Pe- 

lagius have been condemn'd for teaching, That it 

might be fulfilld by the Strength of Nature, with- 

out the Aſſiſtance of Grace: For, take away tlie Ef 

ficacy of Grace, it matters not which of the two 

Opinions prevails, whether the unperforming Grace 

of Luther, or the No-Grace, or at the moſt the »ox- 

neceſſary Grace of Pelagius. This 1s the Senſe of the 
Propelition; and it could be no other ; my Buſineſs 

being to ſhew how the Doctrine of the Church runs > 
between theſe two Extreams (an Impoſlibility with 

Grace, and a. Poſlibility without Grace) ; Nox enim Aug.de Nat, 
Deus impoſſibilia jubet, ſed jubendo admenet,. & fa- & Grat.c.43; 
cere quod poſſts, & petere quod non poſſis : For God 

Ao's not command impoſſible things ; but by his Com- 

mand he admoniſheth us to do what we can, and to 

call upon him to enable us in what we cannot do, 
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